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IN BRIEF
10,000 VISITORS. Over 10,000 
people have walked through the 
doors of the Port Interpretive 
Centre. Local sisters Jolie and 
Lindsy Amante visited the Port 
of Prince Rupert’s interactive 
attraction with their mother Pam 
and uncle Tom in summer 2013. It 
was the girls’ fourth time touring 
the Port Interpretive Centre; they 
said they knew it would help them 
teach their visiting uncle about 
their hometown. For hours, visit: 
www.rupertport.com/centre

NEW TERMINAL. The first 
vessels have visited the newly-
opened Westview Wood Pellet 
Terminal, a project of the Pinnacle 
Renewable Energy Group. The 
inaugural ship, the Star Manx bulk 
carrier, arrived on November 27th 
to collect a load of wood pellets 
bound for a biofuel generation 
facility in northeast England. 
While vessels continue to load, 
construction and commissioning 
of the terminal are ongoing. More: 
www.rupertport.com/westview

LET’S TALK. Ongoing dialogue 
about port operations and devel-
opments will be a feature of a new 
Community Information Forum 
hosted by the Prince Rupert 
Port Authority. The Forum will 
include stakeholders with diverse 
viewpoints and experiences. 
Following the call for members 
in late 2013, some 20 people will 
be appointed to the group, whose 
meetings will be open to the 
public. Details are at 
www.rupertport.com/forum

LOFTY GOALS. As the title sponsor 
for Prince Rupert’s CIHL hockey 
team over the 2013/14 season, 
the Port Authority partnered 
with players and staff to support 
efforts on and off the ice. The Port 
Authority also donated $100 to the 
Prince Rupert Salvation Army for 
every Rampage home game goal, 
ultimately making a $3,400 contri-
bution to benefit the city’s food 
bank, soup kitchen and long-run-
ning Christmas Hamper Program.  
www.rupertport.com/hockey

The face of the Ridley Island Industrial Site has changed dramatically 
since construction began on the Prince Rupert Port Authority’s Road, 
Rail and Utility Corridor (RRUC) project in 2013.

The $90 million infrastructure project is creating an eight-kilometre 
corridor that includes three inbound and two outbound rail tracks with 
parallel service roadways and a power distribution system, which when 
completed will be a catalyst for significant private sector investment in 
terminal developments over the next decade. 

The project’s two contracting companies, Prince Rupert Constructors 
(PRC) and Coast Industrial Construction (CIC), employ a combined total 
of 103 people, more than 80 of whom are from the local work force. 

As of November, more than 50% of the total project had been completed. 
CIC finished their portion of the project before the end of the year.

A major part of the project has been the clearing and removal of organic 
materials, which to date have exceeded the equivalent of 100,000 
average-sized dump trunk loads across an area equal to 107 football 
fields. The RRUC project has also called for the removal of over half a 
million cubic metres of rock to-date, most of which has been used to 
create rail embankments within the corridor and to widen the rail cause-
way that provides access to trains arriving and departing Ridley Island. 

Contractors have also neared completion of the underpass structure 
which provides road access to the development site reserved for the 
Canpotex potash export terminal. In total, the construction of the under-
pass has used enough concrete to build a sidewalk the entire length of 
the City of Prince Rupert. 

In October, five 427-metre pieces of continuous welded rail arrived and 
were unloaded by CN Rail crews at the Ridley Island rail causeway. 
These rail sections, commonly referred to as “strings,” will be used to 
form the first permanent piece of train track in the RRUC project. Once 
installed in the early weeks of 2014, this 915-metre track will be used 
to take delivery of all future rail strings and other track materials and 
equipment, minimizing conflict with other trains arriving or departing 
Ridley Island’s existing terminals.

“With more than eight months of construction under our belt, the project 
is progressing on schedule thanks to the dedicated work of our contrac-
tors and close collaboration between Ridley Island user groups,” said 
Roger Morin, Project Manager of the Road, Rail and Utility Corridor.

Watch rail “strings” being offloaded at youtube.com/rupertport.

On the cover: Colin and Elaine are building infrastructure for new 
terminals at the Ridley Island Industrial Site. New and expanded 
terminals will connect Canadian resource communities to markets.



CROSSING UPGRADES 
ENHANCE SAFETY AND 
QUELL WHISTLING

SPECIAL DELIVERY

The speed and efficiency of 
Fairview Terminal were further 
increased with the arrival and 
commissioning of a new contain-
er handling gantry crane in 
August.

The crane arrived in Prince 
Rupert on August 7th aboard the 
heavy cargo vessel Zheng Hua 
11, concluding its 8,300 kilome-
tre journey from manufacturer 
ZPMC in Shanghai, China. The 
new crane brings the port’s 
total complement of Super-Post 
Panamax container cranes to four, 
each with a 22-container reach 
and weight of over 1,800 tonnes.

Despite its supersize cargo, the 
vessel’s arrival followed the same 
procedure as all container ships 
arriving at the Port of Prince 
Rupert. A marine pilot boarded 
several hours before entering the 
harbour; two tugs and the Port 
Authority’s harbour patrol boat 
escorted the Zheng Hua to berth.

“The arrival of a fourth crane 
for our container operations 
further enhances our ability 
to quickly and efficiently turn 
around container vessels at 
Fairview Terminal. It will add to 
our already very strong vessel 
production of 31-plus moves per 
crane hour,” said Mark Schepp, 
Senior Vice President of Maher 
Terminals, which operates the 
terminal. 

“This further underscores the 
commitment of Maher Terminals 
to our steamship line customers 
and the Port of Prince Rupert.”

Since opening in 2007, Fairview 
Container Terminal has handled 
over 2.3 million twenty-foot 
equivalent units (TEUs). In July, 
the Journal of Commerce recog-
nized the Port of Prince Rupert 
as having the second-highest 
productivity score in the Ameri-
cas, based on 2012 container 
figures.

INVESTMENT STRATEGY:

BUILDING COMMUNITY
Since the inception of its Commu-
nity Investment Fund, the  Prince 
Rupert Port Authority has made 
contributions of over $1 million to 
local and regional organizations. 
Funding announcements made in 
2013 include… 

n Music Studio ∙ $250,000

For the first time, Prince Rupert’s 
musicians, vocalists and perform-
ers will have year-round access to 
a dedicated, shared-use building. 
The Prince Rupert and Region 
Music Society received contribu-
tions from a variety of community 
partners including the Port 
Authority to cover the $762,600 
total price tag for the project.

n Trades Training ∙ $100,000

In order to prepare local students 
and residents for participation 
in future workforce opportuni-
ties, local education institutions 

partnered with Ridley Terminals 
Inc. and the Prince Rupert Port 
Authority to launch two new local 
trades programs to train future 
millwrights and electricians.

“The Trades Training Program 
is a winning proposition for our 
community as a whole,” comment-
ed Tina Last, Board Chair of 
School District 52. “We envision 
these new opportunities giving 
more students control over their 
future by engaging them in educa-
tion that meets their needs and 
interests, and training them for 
success in their own community.” 

n Recycling Transfer Station ∙ 
$18,000

Recycling in Prince Rupert will 
be easier and more accessible for 
residents following the creation 
of a new transfer station that will 
be available to the public at all 
hours, seven days a week. The 

addition of the transfer station 
to the Skeena-Queen Charlotte 
Regional District’s Regional 
Recycling Depot in Prince Rupert 
is expected to increase commu-
nity recycling capacity and help 
minimize the environmental 
footprint of the region.

n Theatrical Lighting ∙ $5,000

The former lighting at Prince 
Rupert’s Tom Rooney Playhouse 

was antiquated and required 
too much technical training to 
operate. By matching funds with a 
contribution from the Port Author-
ity, the Harbour Theatre Society 
was able to brighten the limelight 
at its performance venue with a 
modern lighting system. The new 
gear is  easier to operate and is 
compatible with stagecraft instruc-
tion at Charles Hays Secondary 
School.



In total, Grande Prairie has nearly 
two million hectares of farmland 
planted with field crops, most of 
which produces wheat, canola, 
and barley.  The Peace Country, as 
it is known, is the northernmost 
farming region in North America, 
and with some of the richest soil in 
Canada it is one of the few places 
where land is still being cleared 
for agricultural development. 

Greg Sears’ family was one of the 
first to farm in Grande Prairie. His 
grandfather built a log cabin here 
over a century ago. 

As an original homestead family, 
the Searses witnessed the birth 
of Grande Prairie as a metropolis 
and the ensuing land rush as it 
became the northern terminus 
of the railway from Edmonton in 
1916. Much like Prince Rupert, 
Grande Prairie was utilized for 
its geographic location by the US 
military during the Second World 
War, and experienced another 
economic boom in the 1970s 
when it opened a pulp mill, which 
remains one of the largest employ-
ers in the regions.

Today, the Sears family farm is a 
modest 2,400 acres and is worked 
primarily by Greg, his father, 
father-in-law, and two farmhands. 
Compared to other farms in the 
area that can be as large as 10,000 
acres, it is a manageable size for 
the tight-knit crew. They produce 
roughly 3,600 tonnes of grain each 
year. The farms grows a mix of 
wheat, barley and canola, the latter 
of which accounts for close to half 
their crop. 

“I think [crops] in 2013 were 
universally the best we’ve ever 
seen,” said Greg. “This will be the 
third good year in a row, which is 
nice after five years of fairly spotty 
crops.”

COVER STORY » TRADE CONNECTS US
THE BENEFITS OF A THRIVING PORT EXTEND FAR BEYOND ITS HARBOUR. FOR THE NORTHERN INDUSTRIES 
SHIPPING THROUGH PRINCE RUPERT, IT MEANS ACCESS TO OVERSEAS MARKETS, JOBS, AND THE 
ECONOMIC POWER TO BUILD HEALTHY COMMUNITIES.

Travel a thousand kilometres due east from tidewater and you’ll enter the county of Grande Prairie, just across 
the Alberta border. It’s home to a diverse economy that includes forestry, oil and gas—and an agri-food sector 
that depends on the Port of Prince Rupert to get grain to hungry consumers.

A significant amount of crop 
production from farms like the 
Sears’ travels by rail to the Port 
of Prince Rupert, since Grande 
Prairie is situated to take advan-
tage of CN Rail’s BC North Line 
to the Prince Rupert Grain export 
terminal. 

Harry Shudlow is another Grande 
Prairie farmer with 3,000 acres, 
and is also very optimistic about 
crop yields. He’s also pleased with 
the relatively newfound freedom 
Canadian farmers have to market 
their own product with the end 
of the Canadian Wheat Board 
monopoly.

“Being able to market all grains 
in the open market, we can 
improve our equipment, storage, 
and purchase more land for our 
children with our profit,” said 
Harry. “In the past, you were 
spinning to pay the bills. I now 
market my own grain and I’m 
happy for doing it. I never get the 
best price, but I’m lucky to get the 
average price.”

With their crop sold for the best 
price they can get, farmers don’t 
have any influence over where 
their product is shipped. But 
farmers like Greg and Harry 
certainly have an appreciation 
for the advantages offered by an 
uncongested northern rail line and 
an efficient marine export terminal 
with capacity for growth.

FROM THE PEACE TO THE PACIFIC

(continued on next page)

The Sears family of Grande Prairie—Greg, Mélisse, Megan and 
Maiya—raise crops that are exported through the Prince Rupert 
Grain terminal (at right).



The community of Tumbler Ridge is already home to two of northeast 
British Columbia’s four operating mines, which enjoy the advantage 
of direct rail access to the Port of Prince Rupert and the Asian markets 
served by its gateway. Additional investments worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars are being made to expand current operations or open new 
mines in the area, which bodes well for the future of families like Doug 
Taylor’s.

The Taylor family has been mining since the early 20th century, when 
Doug’s grandfather worked in underground mines on Canada’s east 
coast. They were among the original families to move to Tumbler Ridge 
when the community was founded in the 1980s to support new mining 
operations that would supply Japan with metallurgical coal for steel 
making. However the history of Tumbler Ridge has been a turbulent 
one since its inception, something Doug and other residents are all too 
familiar with.

While the mines and town were being built from scratch, a western rail 
line was constructed through the Rocky and Coastal Mountain ranges. 
Its purpose was to provide access to a new coal export terminal being 
purpose-built to handle the 8 million tonnes of projected annual produc-
tion from the new mines. That terminal was Prince Rupert’s Ridley 
Terminals Inc., which received its first train of coal from Tumbler Ridge 
in November, 1983. 

Unfortunately, world coal prices began dropping soon after, and by 1990 
mine production was reduced and heavy job losses occurred in Tumbler 
Ridge, forcing a large number of residents, including the Taylors, to leave 
town. It wasn’t until new contracts were signed with the Japanese steel 
consortium in 1997 that modest re-hiring began. The turn of the century 

“Prince Rupert is the closest port 
to us, and that’s good for us,” said 
Greg. “When you realize how much 
volume we export as a country, it’s 
a massive quantity of grain and the 
logistics required to get it from my 
farm to the port is kind of amazing. 
It’s important to us that every part 
of that supply chain and network 
is running seamlessly so the whole 
system doesn’t get bottlenecked. 
As farmers, it’s not something we 
think about every day, but we’re 
certainly very proud of the industry 
we’re in, and we realize that our 

“This area is becoming the hub of a 
hub and spoke distribution centre, 
which will hopefully be in opera-
tion by next year,” said Walter. 
“The implications for specialty 
crop farmers could be tremendous, 
as this area produces a significant 
amount of peas, grass seeds, as 
well as compacted hay for the 
export market. We also grow very 
high quality oats, used particularly 
for race horses, which also lends 
itself to containerization.”

Within the city of Grande Prairie, 
fast-paced economic growth and 
an abundance of jobs has placed it 
in the top 10 fastest-growing cities 
in Canada and created an average 

proved to be an even more turbulent time for the community, when both 
mines shut down in 2000 and 2003, respectively.

“It’s really been the same for years,” said Doug. “We have no control over 
the price of coal, the market is up and down all the time, and the jobs 
tend to come and go with it. I think that’s something everyone realizes up 
here.”

Fellow Tumbler Ridge resident and journalist Trent Ernst first visited the 
community in 2000, when families like the Taylors were forced to move 

ENERGY TO SPARE
The District of Tumbler Ridge has once again become a focal 
point of Canada’s coal mining industry.

part is only one of many that drives 
the agricultural economy.”

Farmers in Grande Prairie should 
soon also be able to take advantage 
of a new inland terminal project 
that is currently under develop-
ment. The project would be part of 
a larger logistics park, and would 
provide direct container loading 
and transloading services, which 
could greatly benefit the forestry 
and agriculture sectors. Walter 
Paszkowski is the Economic Devel-
opment Manager for the County 
of Grande Prairie, and believes 
the creation of this terminal will 
be pivotal in expanding exports 
through Prince Rupert.

household income more than 30% 
higher than the national average. 
But even in the outlying commu-
nities of Grande Prairie County, 
the future is looking very bright.

“We have to brag about what we 
do a little bit, so that people who 
buy [our grain] know where it 
comes from,” said Harry. “Farmers 
are often shy to talk about their 
business, but the end users love to 
hear our stories. This year you’re 
going to be loaded in Prince 
Rupert. If we don’t get a hail storm 
or a frost, I would say the yield 
would be about 40% higher than 
normal. Be prepared for a lot of 
handling.”

GRANDE PRAIRIE
(continued from previous page)

“There’s lots of coal here and 
there’s lots of opportunity.”

Christine Banham and Doug Taylor produce coal that is exported 
through Ridley Terminals Inc. in Prince Rupert.

(continued on next page)



back east for work. He was shocked at how few homes were occupied, and the 
struggle that remaining residents faced with the mass exodus.

“You would literally go down a block and most of the driveways were 
unplowed, and maybe one or two houses on the block occupied. That really 
drove it home.”

Fortunately a core group of remaining residents didn’t give up on Tumbler 
Ridge and began efforts to rebuild the community through ventures like 
tourism marketing, promoting the wealth of outdoor opportunities that 
exist in the area. In the 10 years since the mine closures, circumstances 
have dramatically improved the quality of life in Tumbler Ridge.  World coal 
prices recovered, mining exploration was once again feasible in the Peace 
River region, and new mines have become operational. Today Tumbler Ridge 
is once again home to two operating mines, Walter Energy’s Wolverine 
Mine and Peace River Coal’s Trend Mine, which continue to be the primary 
employers in the community of roughly 3000 people. Together with the two 
mines operating in the neighbouring District of Chetwynd, northeastern B.C. 
is now responsible for producing roughly one-third of the nearly 12 million 
tonnes of coal currently shipped through Prince Rupert’s RTI export facility.

Doug Taylor has been a heavy-duty mechanic at the Wolverine mine for the 
last seven and a half years, during which time he welcomed the birth of his 

third child and watched his extended family in Tumbler Ridge grow. His 
two sisters-in-law, Gina Taylor and Christine Banham, are also among the 
475-person workforce at the Wolverine mine, and share Doug’s enthusiasm 
for the future of their community.

“We all know there’s a risk of getting laid off at any time, but that’s part of 
coal mining and that’s part of the industry,” said Gina. “There’s lots of coal 
here and there’s lots of opportunity. As long as we can take advantage of it, 
and the companies we’re working for are smart about it, there’s going to be 
opportunity here for a long time. A lot of us in Tumbler Ridge have a good 
understanding that what we are producing is good met coal, which is a 
strength we have here and elsewhere in B.C.  That’s what keeps us here and 
feeling sound and secure about the future.”

Doug, Gina and Christine help make-up the more than 15 member-strong 
Taylor/Banham extended family 
in Tumbler Ridge, and consid-
er themselves typical residents 
who enjoy the close-knit sense 
of community and the abundant 
wildlife and recreational activities 
found in their backyard.

“We have great jobs, but the 
outdoors is hands-down what 
keeps us here and gives us such a 
great quality of life,” said Christine. 

Since the Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railway was built to the north 
coast more than 100 years ago, 
Smithers has remained a logisti-
cally important community to the 
rail industry. Today, the communi-
ty’s forestry industry relies on rail 
to bring increasing volumes of 
local lumber to the Port of Prince 
Rupert and on to Asian markets.

O.J. Egan is a quality control 
supervisor at West Fraser’s Pacific 
Inland Resources, a sawmill 
that has been one of the largest 
employers in the community 
for decades. Born and raised in 
Smithers, O.J. and his brother Bill 
are both second-generation mill 
workers who worked many years 
alongside their father before he 
retired several years ago. 

“I’ve been around this company 
for pretty much my entire life, 
whether it was following my dad 
around or working here myself,” 
recalls O.J. “He was a logging 
supervisor at the time and I took 
every opportunity to go with him. 

SMITHERS:

MARKET ACCESS ENABLES LUMBER TRADE
I got the nickname the ‘Chevy 
seatwarmer’ because I was always 
in his truck. I remember at around 
age 15 he gave me a power saw 
and said, ‘If you’re going to be 
out here you might as well be 
working.’”

In recent years exploratory 
mining has seen substantial 
growth in the area, but forestry 
continues to be the econom-
ic lifeblood of many northern 
communities like Smithers. And 
while it was hardly immune to 
the boom and bust cycle faced 
by BC’s resource economy over 
the last 50 years, Smithers has 
maintained a vibrant communi-
ty which today has a municipal 
population of 5,600 residents.  

O.J. began his formal career with 
West Fraser more than 20 years 
ago after completing high school, 
starting out at a base job rate 
and working his way through the 
production line. The opportu-
nity to build a long-term career 
from an entry-level position is 

something Smithereens like O.J. 
and Bill were fortunate to have 
access to, but the same opportu-
nities are still there for the next 
generation workforce. Currently 
more than 40 of Pacific Inland 
Resources’ 240 staff are over 
the age of 55, which means the 
potential for dozens of positions 
opening up as employees look to 
retire in the next few years.  

“You can build a great career here, 
and with the aging workforce the 
younger guys and girls coming in 
have a real opportunity,” said O.J. 
“We’re even busier now than five 
years ago. And one of the benefits 
of being close to Prince Rupert 
and the port is that we were able 
to take advantage of the Chinese 
market during the American 
economic downturn.”

West Fraser recently announced 
they were permanently closing 
their sawmill in Houston, a result 
of the challenges faced by the 
mountain pine beetle infestation. 
At the same time, the company 

TUMBLER RIDGE
(continued from previous page)

The lumber produced by 
workers like O.J. Egan in 
Smithers is shipped to Prince 
Rupert’s Fairview Terminal (at 
right) for export.



 GRANDE PRAIRIE, ALBERTA: www.cityofgp.com
 TUMBLER RIDGE, BC: www.tumblerridge.ca
 SMITHERS, BC: www.smithers.ca 
 PORT OF PRINCE RUPERT’S TERMINALS: www.rupertport.com/facilities

“Camping, quading, sledding are all 
very popular. It’s not uncommon for 
us to be out with 20 to 30 campers 
and trailers on a long weekend. 
Many of those people are family 
and close friends, and that’s one of 
the best parts of living in a small 
community.”

Trent Ernst is now the editor of the 
Tumbler Ridge News. Together with 
his wife and children, he also enjoys 
recreation in the community’s 
natural setting.

Like the Taylors, Trent recognizes 
the potential that the resource 
industry represents and the new 
level of prosperity it is bringing to 
Tumbler Ridge.  

“People in town know they are an 
economic engine for B.C.,” said 
Trent. “Things are really looking up 
for this region, and even as industry 
grows, you know there will still be 
an ability to carve out those niches 
we enjoy.” 

also announced it would be investing $350 million in capital projects at 
their BC operations over a three-year period, including a major upgrade 
to the Pacific Inland Resources operation. The capital investment is a 
vote of confidence for the future of lumber manufacturing in the north 
and gives even greater job security to the 240-plus employees at the 
mill. 

“We’ve been in operation in Smithers since 1975 and we plan on 
continuing to operate in Smithers for a very long period of time,” said 
Dean MacDonald, General Manager of Pacific Inland Resources. “It’s 
our belief that this will help secure the longterm employment opportu-
nities for the people in Smithers by making us more competitive and 

increasing production.” 

Roughly 30% of the mill’s produc-
tion now moves through Prince 
Rupert’s Fairview Terminal and on 
to the markets of Asia. That figure 
will increase as softwood exports 
to China grow to record volumes 
and the country begins to 
embrace the use of higher-grade 
lumber for wood frame construc-
tion and interior finishing.

In addition to contributing to 
direct employment, the operation 

of a mill like Pacific Inland Resources benefits the community at large.

George Whitehead is the branch manager of Scotiabank and the Presi-
dent of the Smithers District Chamber of Commerce. He and his family 
moved to Smithers eight years ago, and in that time they’ve experienced 
the positive impact of growth in resource and port-related industries. 

“Many of our neighbours work at the mill and other industries influ-
enced by the port, and the extra work that shipping to Asia has created 
is apparent to all of us,” said George. “Even though it’s four hundred 

kilometres away, the port is a vital piece of infrastructure for the 
community and provides opportunities for local businesses.”

Economic Development Officer Allan Stroet says companies like 
Bandstra Transportation Systems Ltd. have seen increased business 
opportunities due to port expansion, and CN Rail added some 25 jobs to 
their rail yard in the last year. He says it’s still difficult for locals to see 
the connection between the Port of Prince Rupert and Smithers, aside 
from an increasing number of trains moving through the community. 

“It can be hard to describe the benefit a port four hours away is having 
here,” says Allan. “But if you think about West Fraser for example, 
they’re investing in this mill as a result of increased demand for lumber 
in Asia, which is easily accessible through the Port of Prince Rupert. 
They hire locally for their operation and when they need to contract 
work, which is good for local businesses.” 

This is all good news for the next generation of Smithereens, who will 
have the option to pursue rewarding careers in resource extraction, 
transportation and logistics, among many other local industries with 
expanding opportunities. 

“This company and industry has given me the opportunity to raise four 
kids quite comfortably,” says O.J. “I live in a place where 20 minutes 
from my backdoor is everything you could possibly want to do. I know 
I’ve been fortunate to have a great run over the last 20 years. And with 
everything that’s happening right now between here and Prince Rupert, 
I’m hopeful my kids will too.”

“They’re investing in this mill 
as a result of increased demand 

for lumber in Asia, which is 
accessible through the  
Port of Prince Rupert.”

A backyard gathering of the Taylor family in Tumbler Ridge. Coal mining sustains families in their 
community and creates jobs all along the trade corridor to the Ridley Terminals export facility (at left).



Shippers calling on the Port of 
Prince Rupert are now being 
rewarded for their commitment to 
sustainable practices. 

As of July 2013, commercial 
vessels that implement emission 
reduction measures or other 
environmental practices can apply 
to receive discounted harbour 
dues through the Prince Rupert 
Port Authority’s environmental 
incentive program for vessels, 
known as Green Wave.

The program 
considers 
factors like 
environ-
mental 
certification, 
fuel quality, 
technological 
implemen-
tation and 
management 
practices to 
qualify ships 
for harbour 
rate discounts of up to 50%.

The Port of Prince Rupert’s 
namesake vessel, the COSCO 

Shelby O’Brien has only been in her role as In-House Counsel with 
the Prince Rupert Port Authority for one year, but she’s brought 
more than just a wealth of legal experience to the organization. 

Growing up in Thunder Bay, Ontario, Shelby’s father served on the 
Board of the Thunder Bay Port Authority. At a young age she was 
introduced to the business of shipping and international trade. 

“I’ve always lived in port cities, so in some ways it’s always been 
a part of my life. However there is so much to learn when you are 
actually involved in the industry, and that’s definitely been the 
biggest challenge for me coming into this new role.”

Born and raised in Thunder Bay, Shelby moved to British Columbia 
after high school to study at the University of British Columbia 
and Capilano College. She completed her undergraduate degree 
in political science and graduated from law school at UBC before 
articling and working at two well-established Canadian law firms. 
Shelby’s career then took her to Nanaimo, where she worked 
at one of the largest firms on Vancouver Island for seven years 
before taking her new position with PRPA. 

“I really liked living in Nanaimo and I do miss it, but I like my job 
here in Prince Rupert much more,” she said. “Not only is my job 
more interesting, but I really enjoy the people I’m working with. 
Everyone here has the feeling that they are contributing to and 
helping build something important in this community, and it’s 
nice to be a part of that.”

Already in their short time in Prince Rupert, Shelby and her 
daughters Lylah and Aejah are all becoming well-established 
within the community. Lylah enjoys dance classes and soccer, and 
Aejah is playing basketball with the Charles Hays Rainmakers 
and singing on the school choir. Shelby plays basketball  and 
badminton recreationally, and volunteers with Royal Canadian 
Marine Search and Rescue. But what she’s admittedly most 
excited about is getting back into one of her favorite coastal 
activities.

“What I really like to do and haven’t yet done here is scuba dive. 
I know there’s people that dive in Prince Rupert, and I’ve finally 
figured out where to get air from. So I’m really interested in 
getting out and exploring some of the dive sites in the area.”

Prince Rupert, became the first 
ship to take advantage of the 
Green Wave initiative when it 
called on Fairview Terminal on 
July 3, 2013.

“Over the years COSCO has 
endeavored to provide a green 
service, and we are proud of the 
environmental performance of our 
vessels and our partners like the 
Port of Prince Rupert,” said David 
Bedwell, Executive Vice-President 
for COSCO Canada Inc. 

“Through this 
program the 
Port Authority 
recognizes the 
steps we are 
taking to reduce 
our environmen-
tal footprint, 
building a more 
environmen-
tally-sensitive 
supply chain.”

As of early 
January 2014, 19 vessels have 
qualified for the program. Learn 
more about the initiative online: 
rupertport.com/stewardship.

RIDING A
GREEN WAVE
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MEET THE PORT’S IN-HOUSE COUNSEL:

SHELBY O’BRIEN

“The Port Authority 
recognizes the 

steps we are taking 
to build a more 

environmentally-
sensitive supply 

chain.”


